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Divisional  Health  Office, 

COLEFORD,  GLOS. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1952.  In  this  I  have  attempted  to  bring  to  your  notice  and  place 
on  record  the  main  sanitary  problems  and  some  of  the  health 
problems  of  your  area. 

I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  care  and  attention 
given  by  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils  to  the  numerous 
problems  of  the  area  and  of  the  consideration  that  they  have  shown 
me.  I  am  grateful  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  support 
and  to  the  other  officers  for  their  co-operation.  Many  officers 
of  the  Councils  have  assisted  me  in  compiling  this  report  and  I 
am  grateful  to  them.  I  have  aimed  at  brevity  and  refrained  from 
including  matters  outside  the  Councils’  influence. 

I  regret  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hudson,  the  West  Dean  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  wish  him  success  in  his  new  post. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared 

(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  population) 


Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 


England  and  Wales 

15.3 

11.3 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  (including  London)  . . 

16.9 

12.1 

160  Smaller  Towns 

15.5 

11.2 

(25,000 — 50,000  population) 
London  Administrative  County  . 

17.6 

12.6 

Gloucestershire 

15.7 

11.1 

Combined  Forest  Area 

16.9(18.1) 

10.9(11.0) 

East  Dean  R.D. 

18.8(19.6) 

10.1(10.3) 

West  Dean  R.D. 

15.9(16.5) 

12.3(11.9) 

Lydney  R.D. 

14.0(15.6) 

10.2(10.3) 

Area  comparability  factors  for  the  birth  and  death  rates  were 
issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  small  authorities  and  when 
the  local  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  factors  they  are 
‘corrected’  for  irregularities  of  distribution  of  age  and  sex  and  so 
are  a  more  accurate  method  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  one 
area  with  that  of  another.  The  ‘corrected’  rates  are  given  above 
in  brackets. 

The  24  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  to  the  832  live  births  in 
my  combined  area  is  too  small  a  figure  to  work  out  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate,  but  it  appears  to  tally  with  the  National  Rate  of 
27.6  (i.e.  27.6  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  live 
births). 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth  this  year. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  the  combined 
area  as  50,040,  and  the  Census  figure  for  1951  was  50,667. 

The  post-war  period  has  been  one  of  phenomenal  growth  of 
the  provincial  towns  and  cities,  and  this  has  tended  to  drain  the 
life  out  of  the  countryside.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  our  area  is  maintaining  itself.  Coal  mining  caused  the 
increase  of  population  from  15,000  in  1801  to  43,000  in  1871. 
Now  that  this  industry  is  declining  the  ingress  of  new  industry  is 
welcome. 
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Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Three  District  Councils 
A.  T.  HUNT,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Sanitary  Inspectors 

East  Dean 

A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inpsector: 

R.  R.  Charman,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 

West  Dean 

V.  G.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 
(Resigned  30th  Nov.) 

Lydney 

W.  M.  Richards,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 

Rodent  Operators: — 

F.  Matthews,  East  Dean  and  Lydney 
E.  Nelmes,  West  Dean  (part  time) 

Divisional  Health  Office  Clerk  : — 

H.  H.  Thomas 


GENERAL  ITEMS 

It  prevents  duplication  to  deal  with  certain  items  here  and  in 
the  description  of  infectious  disease  this  allows  a  more  compre¬ 
hensive  story  to  be  given. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Measles. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Ruardean  in  January,  Churcham  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  Lydbrook  in  March.  In  March  also  scattered  cases  occurred 
throughout  much  of  East  Dean  R.D.  In  April  it  was  epidemic 
at  Lydbrook,  Cinderford,  Drybrook  and  Mitcheldean,  in  May 
at  Cinderford  and  Mitcheldean,  in  June  at  Ruspidge,  and  in  July 
and  August  at  Cinderford.  There  were  a  few  cases  at  Yorkley 
in  November  and  Coleford  in  December.  Lydney  had  an  epidemic 
which  began  in  July  and  August  and  became  severe  in  October, 
November  and  December. 

Chickenpox. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Tutshill,  Aylburton,  Hewelsfield,  Cinder¬ 
ford,  Ruardean  and  Ruspidge  in  January,  Cinderford,  English 
Bicknor  and  Bream  in  February,  Beachley  in  March  and  Clear- 
well  and  Broadwell  in  May. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

A  number  of  mild  cases  occurred  throughout  the  area  amount¬ 
ing  to  a  small  epidemic  at  Cinderford  in  March,  and  at  Coleford 
in  October.  The  illness  was  uniformly  mild  and  consisted  of  a 
rash  with  a  slight  sore  throat  only.  As  much  isolation  as  it  was 
possible  to  achieve  in  the  home  was  advised,  but  hospital  isolation 
was  not  practical  nor  needed.  There  were  some  cases  where  the 
family  doctor  did  not  consider  that  the  illness  justified  notification. 
No  terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out.  In  one  family  four 
members  had  sore  throats  in  succession,  but  only  one,  a  child, 
developed  a  rash  so  as  to  become  notifiable.  Such  a  story  is  typical 
and  no  doubt  the  child  with  the  rash  alone  had  not  had  a  previous 
infection  with  the  rash  causing  organisms. 

Mumps. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Coleford,  Christchurch  and  Drybrook 
in  July,  at  Clearwell  and  Steam  Mills  in  October  and  November, 
and  at  Ellwood  in  December. 

Dysentery. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery — amounting  to  6 
cases  at  a  residential  school. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  I  am  sure  that  the  publicity 
given  to  this  illness  both  on  national  and  local  scales,  together 
with  the  better  training  of  food  handlers  and  frequent  inspections 
has  been  very  effective  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  type  of 
illness.  There  is  still  a  great  need  to  reduce  the  amount  of  sickness 
and  diarrhoea  which  is  not  definite  to  call  food  poisoning.  The 
handling  of  food  could  well  be  more  hygienic  in  many  homes 
and  no  doubt  the  improved  training  that  girls  receive  at  school 
will  in  time  have  an  effect. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Only  30  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  the  district  thus  being 
comparatively  free  during  the  year. 

Paratyphoid  B  Fever. 

A  boy  of  3  years  of  age  living  in  the  West  Dean  R.D.  was  taken 
ill  with  this  disease  in  July.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that 
several  children  had  played  with  water  in  a  tank  which  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  a  spring  which  was  liable  to  pollution  by  a  roadside  drain. 
The  new  sewer  overflowed  some  two  weeks  before  the  child  was 
taken  ill  and,  no  doubt,  polluted  this  spring.  Of  the  children  who 
played  with  the  water  in  the  tank  only  this  little  boy  drank  of  it. 
No  organisms  were  isolated  from  specimens  sent  to  the  Patho¬ 
logical  Laboratory  at  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital  while  he 
was  in  the  Over  Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  causative  organisms 
were  isolated  in  specimens  of  faeces  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laborartory  at  Newport  on  his  discharge.  The  water  which  the 
boy  drank  was  being  used  to  cool  milk  and  to  wash  down  a  dairy 
and  cowsheds.  The  organisms,  Salmonella  paratyphosis  B  isolated 
was  Vi-phage  type  1.  Moore’s  swabs  placed  in  the  sewer  yielded 
organisms  of  types  1  and  3a. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  7  notified  cases  during  the  year,  and  of  these  5  were 
in  the  West  Dean  R.D.  The  first  notified  case  was  a  boy  of  9,  who 
was  taken  ill  at  Edge  End  on  the  16th  July  and  was  sent  into  the 
Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  pre-paralytic  meningeal 
stage,  severe  paralysis  set  in  and  in  spite  of  treatment  in  a  respira¬ 
tor  he  died.  On  the  22nd  August  a  neighbour  noticed  that  her 
boy  of  5  had  difficulty  in  walking  and  this  was  diagnosed  as  a 
case.  The  paralysis  had  commenced  on  the  12th  July.  On  the 
1st  August  a  boy  of  14  living  at  Christchurch  was  sent  to  Over 
Isolation  Hospital  as  a  case  of  this  disease  in  the  pre-paralytic 
meningeal  stage.  No  paralysis  appeared  but  the  diagnosis  was 
accepted  as  correct.  A  girl  of  6  at  English  Bicknor  developed 
paralysis  in  one  leg  on  about  the  3rd  of  September  and  was  noti¬ 
fied  as  a  case  on  the  26th  September. 
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A  boy  of  16  was  taken  ill  in  Cinderford  on  the  3rd  September 
and  admitted  to  Over  Isolation  Hospital  as  a  case  of  this  disease. 
He  was  notified  on  the  18th  September.  About  the  1st  October  a 
doctor  who  had  attended  a  case  of  this  disease  developed  paralysis 
in  his  shoulder  and  he  was  notified  as  a  case.  Also  on  the  1st 
October  a  girl  of  10  at  Bream  developed  paralysis  in  one  leg. 

No  cases  arose  in  the  Lydney  R.D.,  although  in  previous  years 
this  Rural  District  had  been  much  affected.  Only  one  non-paralytic 
case  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
number  of  children  with  suspicious  ailments  which  could  have 
been  mild  cases. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year.  There 
has  only  been  one  case  notified  in  the  area  since  my  appointment 
in  1947.  This  is  in  sharp  contrast  with  conditions  when  I  trained 
for  in  those  days  there  were  wards  in  the  infectious  diseases  hos¬ 
pitals  of  large  towns  full,  and  in  my  early  days  in  general  practice 
I  saw  many  cases.  Today  some  of  the  younger  practitioners  have 
never  seen  a  case.  This  is  a  big  advance  but  can  only  be  maintained 
if  the  level  of  immunization  in  children  is  kept  up.  Last  year  752 
children  were  immunized  in  my  area,  compared  with  653  in  1951. 
The  number  immunized  by  general  practitioners  decreased  from 
260  in  1951  to  216  last  year,  but  the  number  done  by  the  Health 
Department  doctors  working  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Schools 
increased  from  393  in  1951  to  536  last  year.  The  752  immuniza¬ 
tions  done  to  the  832  children  born  would  appear  to  be  satisfactory, 
but  actually  only  57%  of  children  who  have  reached  15  are  im¬ 
munized  (60.3%  in  East  Dean,  60.9%  in  West  Dean  and  44.4% 
in  the  Lydney  R.D.).  Furthermore  far  too  many  children  are  not 
immunized  during  the  first  year  of  life  and  only  45.1%  were  im¬ 
munized  before  starting  school. 

Children  should  have  two  injections  as  soon  as  possible  after 
reaching  the  age  of  8  months  and  have  two  booster  injections 
during  school  life. 

Smallpox  Vaccination. 

The  return  for  vaccination  for  the  combined  area  is  as  follows: 

Under  1  1 — 4  5 — 14  Over  15  Total 
Number  vaccinated  68  9  14  32  123 

Number  re-vaccinated  —  1  9  64  74 

Only  64  children  were  vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of  life  to  the 
832  children  born,  or  only  one  in  13  (actually  one  in  20  in  the  East 
Dean  R.D.).  The  number  of  children  protected  in  infancy  had 
sharply  declined  since  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts.  Recent 
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experience  has  shown  that  vaccination  in  infancy  has  effect  for 
many  years,  indeed,  some  effect  throughout  life.  There  is  much 
to  be  said  for  routine  vaccination  in  infancy.  There  is  a  tendency 
to  say  that,  as  there  is  little  smallpox,  vaccination  is  not  necessary 
and  that  should  a  case  of  the  disease  arise  it  would  be  possible 
for  everyone  in  the  proximity  to  be  vaccinated.  However,  the 
case  may  come  in  contact  with  many  persons  before  being  diagnosed 
and  such  a  vaccination  rush  would  involve  the  vaccination  of  many 
young  people  at  the  relatively  unsafe  period  of  the  early  teens. 


Tuberculosis. 

There  were  63  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  and  452  names 
on  the  combined  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were 
18  deaths  from  this  disease  compared  with  17  for  1951.  There 
were  69  new  cases  in  1951  and  459  names  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  that  year. 


Notifications  during  the  year: 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean  . . 

15 

15 

1 

4 

West  Dean  . . 

6 

3 

4 

1 

Lydney  R.D. 

7 

6 

— 

1 

Totals  . . 

28 

24 

5 

6 

Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year : 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean  . . 

. .  77 

75 

3 

11 

166 

West  Dean  . . 

..  113 

68 

22 

12 

215 

Lydney  R.D. 

..  34 

24 

4 

9 

71 

Totals  . . 

. .  224 

167 

29 

32 

452 

Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

This  visited  Coleford  and  Bream  during  the  year  and  1,568 
persons  were  X-rayed  of  whom  3  were  found  to  have  active  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Other  conditions  were  diagnosed  in  24  persons. 
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Cancer  Deaths. 


There  were  78  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  made  up 

follows: — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach  . . 

11 

4 

15 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

8 

3 

11 

Breast 

. .  — 

5 

5 

Uterus  (womb)  .  . 

2 

2 

Leukemia  . . 

, .  — 

2 

2 

Other  sites 

25 

18 

43 

44 

34 

78 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  are  increasing  as  people  are  dying  less 
in  the  earlier  age  groups  from  infections;  cancer  being,  of  course, 
a  disease  largely  of  the  older  age  groups.  The  increase  of  cancer 
of  the  bronchus  and  lung  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  this  way. 
Tracing  the  deaths  from  cancer  over  the  years  and  taking 
East  Dean  and  Lydney  together  (because  records  for  West  Dean  are 
not  complete)  we  find  that  23  persons  died  of  it  in  1914  compared 
with  34  in  1936  and  61  last  year. 

As  Divisional  Medical  Officer  I  have  been  responsible  for  a 
certain  amount  of  propaganda  in  an  endeavour  to  induce  suf¬ 
ferers  to  get  treatment  early.  Research  is  going  on  to  find  a  complete 
cure,  but  we  must  not  overlook  the  possibility  that  we  may  have 
to  turn  to  prevention  to  reduce  the  incidence  (e.g.  purer  atmosphere 
and  the  elimination  of  certain  dietary  factors). 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

The  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

The  West  Dean  R.D.C.  obtained  orders  for  the  removal  of 
three  persons  as  follows: — 

(i)  A  spinster  living  alone  in  a  damp  room  in  a  condemned 
house  was  removed  to  a  Welfare  Home. 

(ii)  A  spinster  discharged  herself  from  hospital  to  a  room  in 
an  Almshouse.  She  was  compulsorily  removed  to  a  hospital 
for  the  chronic  sick  and  died  17  days  later. 

(iii)  A  lady  of  83  living  alone  was  removed  to  a  Welfare  Home. 

A  man  in  his  eighties  agreed  to  enter  a  Home  the  day  before 
an  application  to  Court  was  due  to  be  heard. 

In  the  East  Dean  R.D.  the  only  case  compulsorily  removed 
was  a  woman  who  became  unable  to  look  after  herself.  An  emer¬ 
gency  order  was  obtained  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  under  the 
National  Assistance  Amendment  Act,  1951,  for  her  retention 
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in  a  chronic  sick  hospital  for  three  weeks.  Relatives  came  forward 
a  week  after  admission  asking  to  take  her  to  their  home,  but  as 
it  is  not  possible  to  rescind  such  an  order  she  had  to  wait  until  the 
end  of  the  period. 

No  order  was  applied  for  in  the  case  of  the  Lydney  R.D. 

A  number  of  cases  were  investigated  during  the  year  and  this 
has  taken  up  a  good  deal  of  time.  Some  persons  agreed  to  enter 
accommodation  without  coercion. 

Analyst. 

All  samples  except  those  for  chemical  analysis  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newport  and  very  good  service  in¬ 
deed  was  given  by  that  Laboratory.  Chemical  analyses  were  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Analyst  of  the  City  of  Bristol  or  by  Ellis  and  Turner, 
of  Gloucester. 

Moore’s  Swabs. 

A  survey  of  the  polluted  streams  of  the  area  was  carried  out 
so  as  to  map  the  presence  of  enteric  causing  bacteria.  These  con¬ 
sist  of  gauze  and  are  tied  in  the  water  course  for  some  five  days 
and  then  transmitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  where  they 
are  examined  for  bacteria.  Thus  at  Lydbrook  the  stream  is  being 
polluted  by  excreta  from  one  of  a  group  of  houses,  one  of  the 
occupants  of  which  was  excreting  Salmonella  paratyphi  B,  which 
is  the  organism  which  causes  paratyphoid  B  fever.  This  organism 
was  also  found  in  the  Lydney  sewer  and  two  types  of  it  found  in 
the  Coleford  sewer.  S.dublin,  an  organism  which  causes  one  form 
of  food  poisoning,  was  found  in  the  Stockwell  stream  at  Aylburton, 
and  S.  typhimurium,  a  similar  organism,  was  found  in  the  Drybrook 
stream.  Some  grossly  polluted  streams  did  not  show  the  presence 
of  any  such  disease  causing  bacteria.  Lack  of  staff  did  not  permit 
the  tracing  of  the  sources  of  these  dangerous  bacteria  in  the  way 
that  Dr.  Moore  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter  did, 
but  the  results  gave  information  which,  1  think,  it  was  useful  to  have. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

Eight  notifications  were  received  under  this  Order  that  animals 
were  suspected  of  having  anthrax  (3  in  the  Lydney  R.D.  and  5  in 
East  Dean).  In  only  one  case  (a  pig)  was  the  disease  confirmed. 
Strict  precautions  have  kept  this  disease  at  a  low  level  in  this  country 
and  the  infection  is  probably  through  imported  feeding  stuffs. 

Ice-Cream. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  premises  where  this  food 
was  made  or  sold  and  frequent  samples  were  examined  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  No  chemical 
analyses  were  done  as  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-Cream)  Order  of 
1951  required  certain  standards  (at  least  7J%  fat,  10%  sugar  and 
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2%  Milk  solids  other  than  fat),  and  these  were  enforcible  by  th 
County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  The  Ministry 
of  Food  no  longer  required  reports  of  analyses  such  as  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  had  done  in  previous  years  for  fat  content  to  be  forwarded. 


Water  Analysis 


Chemical  Analyses  carried  out 
during  the  Year  on  the  Chief 
Water  Supplies 

Lydney  R.D.  new 
borehole  18/9/50 

Ferneyley  Supply 

7/11/52 

> 

Tufts  Supply 

7/11/52 

West  Dean  Mains 

10/11/52 

Lime  Kiln  Springs 

12/8/52 

Chemical  Analysis 
(Parts  per  million) 

Total  dissolved  solids  . . 

245 

210 

374 

354 

315 

Combined  chlorine 

10 

15 

15 

14 

11 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 

1.4 

2.6 

2.4 

2.21 

2.21 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites  . . 

0.01 

nil 

0.001 

nil 

nil 

Mineral  Ammonia  as  N. 

0.015 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Organic  Ammonia  as  N. 

nil 

0.028 

0.012 

0.01 

nil 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  the 
organic  matter  in  4  hours 

0.05 

0.13 

0.44 

not 

stated 

Hardness : 

Temporary 

180 

135 

235 

227 

164 

Permanent 

0 

27 

48 

119 

119 

Total  Hardness 

180 

162 

283 

346 

283 

Bacteriological  examination: 
Micro-organisms  in  1  ml.  grow¬ 
ing  on  agar  at  22oC  in  3  days  . . 

0 

22 

26 

0 

0 

Micro-organisms  in  1  ml.  grow¬ 
ing  on  agar  at  37oC  in  48  hours 

0 

4 

3 

1 

0 

B.  Coli  per  100  mis. 

0 

1 

180 

0 

0 

p.H.  (acidity  or  alkalinity) 

7.8 

7.6 

7.3 

7.6 

7.4 

Metals : 

Iron 

0.03 

nil 

nil 

slight 

trace 

nil 

Other  . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area  =  30,475  acres;  Population =20, 3 30  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  5,969  plus  59  huts 
Rateable  value  =  £55,960,  Product  of  Id.  rate  =  £215/12/9. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Male 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 
Deaths  under 
1  year 

Deaths  under 
4  weeks 


185 

2 

7 

4 


Legitimate 


Fern. 


Total 


Illegitimate 


Male  Fern.  I  Total 


Totals 


Male 


Fern. 


182 

3 

2 

1 


367 

5 

9 

5 


11 


4 

15 

196 

186 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Total 

382 

5 

9 

5 


Birth  Rate  =  18.8  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  19.6 
Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =  3 82— 206  =  176 

Death  Rate  =  10.1  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1 .02  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.3. 


Causes  of  Deaths 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  disease 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate  .  . . 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  causes 


Male 


Female  , 


6 


1 

1 


Total 


7 

1 


19 


11 


30 


10 

15 

2 

21 

6 

1 

3 

12 

6 

2 

1 

5 

3 


17 

9 

21 

1 

3 

4 


3 


27 

24 

2 

42 

7 
1 
6 

16 

6 

2 

1 

8 
3 


1 

10 

1 

2 


126 


1 

6 

1 

1 


2 

16 

1 

3 

1 


80 


206 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish  or  Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 
Houses  Huts 

Properties  connected 
to  mains  water  supply 
(i)  direct  (ii)  standpipe 

£inderford 

7,039 

2,016 

22 

2,018 

Ruspidge  . . 

1,374 

375 

10 

376 

— 

Soudley 

539 

149 

1 

114 

— 

Plump  Hill 

692 

213 

6 

91 

32 

Popes  Hill  . . 

553 

175 

— 

65 

— 

Drybrook  . . 

2,899 

823 

5 

818 

— 

Blakeney  Hill 

834 

222 

2 

209 

— 

Total  East  Dean  Parish 

..  13,930 

3,973 

46 

3,691 

32 

Awre 

1,058 

298 

— 

31 

70 

Blaisdon 

310 

85 

— 

1 

26 

Churcham  . . 

667 

191 

3 

30 

— 

Huntley 

452 

119 

2 

54 

— 

Littledean  . . 

820 

236 

— 

199 

— 

Longhope  . . 

1,081 

302 

6 

— 

— 

Mitcheldean 

991 

277 

— 

203 

30 

Ruardean  . . 

1,021 

288 

— 

270 

— 

Total  East  Dean  Rural 

District 

. .  20,330 

5,769 

57 

4,479 

158 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 


1952 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Male 

156 

— 

1 

6 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Female 

144 

3 

— 

15 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Total 

300 

3 

1 

21 

2 

1 

9 

3 

0+  .. 

8 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

■ 

1+  .. 

43 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3+  .. 

74 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

3 

— 

5  + 

166 

1 

1 

7 

— 

1 

6 

— 

Age  10+  . . 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Groups  15+  . . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

25+  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45+  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65+  .. 

January 

16 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

February 

11 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April 

61 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

May . 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June . 

87 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

July  . . 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

August 

40 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

October 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

November  . . 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

December  . . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Awre 

3 

_ 

_ _ 

3 

-  -  - 

,  ■ 

, 

—i  -  -- 

Blaisdon 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham  . . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Huntley 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Longhope  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mitcheldean 

38 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Ruardean 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Littledean  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cinderford  . . 

121 

1 

— 

12 

2 

— 

6 

— . 

Ruspidge 

59 

|  — 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Soudley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Plump  Hill  .. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Popes  Hill  . . 

Blakeney  Hill 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Drybrook 

33 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
Water  Supply. 

76.9  %  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  mains 
water  supply  and  another  2.7  %  are  supplied  by  standpipe.  Actually 
in  the  East  Dean  Parish  91.8%  are  connected  to  the  mains. 

The  Southern  Area  Scheme  to  use  water  from  a  well  in  the  Black¬ 
pool  Valley  augmented  by  nearby  springs  was  completed  during 
the  year.  A  reservoir  was  completed  on  Blakeney  Hill  to  take 
water  from  this  source  and  this  was  connected  to  the  present  mains. 
Permission  was  obtained  to  lay  mains  in  Blakeney  Village  where 
a  proper  supply  is  most  urgently  needed  and  it  is  hoped  to  supply 
Awre  later.  The  supply  from  the  Limekiln  Springs  at  Lydbrook 
was  awaited  so  that  the  Council  would  be  relieved  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  supplying  Joys  Green  in  the  West  Dean  R.D.,  and  to 
enable  the  mains  to  be  extended  to  Mitcheldean  and  Longhope. 

46  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  analysis.  These  were  uni¬ 
formly  pure. 

The  present  Mitcheldean  supply  is  from  springs,  and  samples 
repeatedly  revealed  contamination  and  users  were  advised  to  boil 
water  before  drinking  it  throughout  the  year.  Some  of  these  samples 
showed  gross  contamination  and  the  Council  were  strongly  advised 
to  connect  this  Parish  to  the  Main  Supply  as  quickly  as  possible. 
A  drip  method  of  chlorination  is  used  at  the  entrance  of  these 
springs  to  the  mains  in  Mitcheldean,  but  this  is  unreliable.  26 
samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  from  this  Mitchel¬ 
dean  supply. 

Blaisdon  has  a  small  village  supply  from  a  spring.  2  samples 
were  taken  and  these  were  reported  on  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

Longhope  depends  on  a  number  of  springs  and  wells  and  badly 
needs  a  mains  supply. 

Lea  Bailey:  The  Council  has  a  small  supply  from  the  Old  Gold 
Mine  which  supplies  a  number  of  houses  by  standpipe.  Of  3 
samples  taken  2  showed  gross  contamination  and  the  users  were 
advised  to  boil  before  drinking  this  water. 

Sewering. 

No  new  scheme  was  started  during  the  year.  Cinderford  with 
Ruspidge  and  much  of  Drybrook  is  connected  to  the  Soudley 
Works:  Ruardean,  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean  each  have  small 
disposal  works.  Blakeney  badly  needs  to  be  sewered. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Section  11. 

6  houses  were  condemned  during  the  year  on  my  Representa¬ 
tions. 
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Housing. 

The  splendid  new  housing  schemes  have  done  much  to  reduce 
the  bad  housing  conditions  that  existed  a  few  years  ago.  73  houses 
were  built  during  the  year,  57  by  the  Council  and  16  by  private 
enterprise. 


ENGINEER’S  REPORT,  1952 
WATER  SUPPLY 

Mr.  Harry  Jones  reports  as  follows: — 

The  Year  1952  has  been  one  of  considerable  importance  as  far 
as  Water  Supply  is  concerned. 

Two  major  schemes,  commenced  in  1951,  have  been  completed, 
and  one  of  these  has  been  brought  into  daily  use.  These  Schemes 
comprise : — 

(a)  The  Southern  Area  Water  Supply  Scheme,  and 

(b)  The  Northern  Area  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

The  Southern  Area  Scheme  which  was  commenced  in  July,  1951, 
was  completed  at  the  end  of  July,  1952.  The  work  comprised 
development  work  at  the  source  of  supply ;  a  new  pumping  station ; 
the  laying  of  new  mains,  and  the  construction  of  a  new 
high  level  reservoir.  The  whole  of  this  work  was  termed  Stage  1. 
Stage  2  has  still  to  be  carried  out.  This  latter  Stage  will  involve 
the  laying  of  distribution  mains  throughout  the  village  of  Blakeney 
and  the  farming  district  of  Awre.  Permission  has  been  granted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  carry  out 
a  portion  of  the  work  involved,  and  preparations  are  now  being 
made  to  do  this.  This  new  source  is  now  supplying  the  districts 
of  Brains  Green,  Blakeney  Hill,  Viney  Hill  and  also  a  portion  of 
Blakeney  Village.  The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  consumed 
in  these  districts  is  about  30,000  gallons.  Gaugings  of  the  flow 
of  water  from  the  new  source  have  been  carried  out  following 
the  completion  of  the  work,  and  the  dry  weather  flow  was  157,000 
gallons  daily. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Northern  Area  Water  Supply 
Scheme  was  commenced  in  December,  1951,  and  was  completed 
in  July,  1952.  As  this  Scheme  is  dependent  on  water  supply  being 
obtained  from  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council,  which  has 
not  yet  completed  the  development  work  in  the  Lydbrook  Dis¬ 
trict,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  bring  this  Scheme  into  use.  it 
is  anticipated  that  the  supply  will  be  available  early  in  1953.  When 
the  supply  is  made  available,  the  Council  will  then  be  in  a  position 
to  carry  out  further  extensions  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  Parishes 
of  Mitcheldean  and  Longhope. 
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Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  source  of  supply  at  the  Old 
Cement  Works,  Mitcheldean,  have  shown  varying  degrees  of  pol¬ 
lution.  This  source  was  formerly  owned  by  the  Mitcheldean  Water 
Company.  The  reservoir  was  found  to  be  defective,  and  this  has  now 
been  put  in  order,  but  the  pollution  still  persists — the  pollution 
being  in  the  water  from  the  springs.  This  supply  will  eventually 
be  discarded,  as  the  Council  proposes  to  lay  new  mains  through 
Mitcheldean  in  the  near  future. 

Several  water  mains  extensions  have  been  made  during  the  year 
in  order  to  serve  existing  dwellings  and  also  to  service  Council 
Housing  Sites.  These  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Cinderford, 
Ruspidge,  Ruardean,  Mitcheldean,  Brains  Green,  and  at  Nibley, 
near  Blakeney. 

During  the  year  85  new  connections  were  made  to  the  Council’s 
water  mains.  74  were  made  for  dwellings  and  11  supplies  were 
granted  for  other  than  domestic  purposes. 

The  yield  from  all  sources  at  Greenbottom  Pumping  Station 
was  maintained  at  a  high  level  throughout  the  year  except  for  a 
short  period  in  October  when  the  seasonal  decrease  in  the  deep 
wells  yield  was  observed.  Heavy  rains  soon,  however,  brought 
the  water  level  to  normal. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  consumed  by  the  population  served 
from  Greenbottom  Pumping  Station  was  168,273,000  gallons, 
of  which  6,317,000  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  West  Dean 
Rural  District  Council. 

24,230,000  gallons  were  consumed  by  non-domestic  users. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  served  was  26  gallons. 


Public  Conveniences. 

New  Public  Conveniences  were  commenced  construction  in 
the  Parishes  of  Littledean  and  Ruardean  during  the  year.  Nego¬ 
tiations  are  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  new  conveniences  at 
Ruspidge,  Mitcheldean  and  Cinderford. 


Bilson  Refuse  Tip. 

The  work  of  levelling  the  land  surrounding  the  Bilson  Refuse 
Tip  was  commenced  in  November,  and  a  road  is  now  being  made 
so  as  to  provide  access  to  the  base  of  the  tip  in  order  to  carry  out 
controlled  tipping.  The  tip  is  to  be  fenced  in  to  prevent  the  entry 
of  unauthorised  persons  and  also  of  animals. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1952 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Altogether  213  advisory  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
connection  with  drainage  and  sewerage.  There  were  53  small 
sewage  plants  constructed  and  22  new  connections  made  to  the 
sewers. 

Public  Cleansing. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  refuse  collection  was  started 
for  the  Parish  of  Longhope  so  that  all  the  Parishes  in  the  district 
now  benefit  by  a  collection.  Cinderford  Parishes  and  parts  of 
Ruspidge  and  Drybrook  Parishes  continue  to  be  collected  by 
direct  labour  and  the  rest  of  the  District  is  collected  by  three  con¬ 
tractors. 

This  District  is  most  fortunate  in  natural  facilities  for  disposal 
of  household  refuse.  Semi-controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at 
Bilson,  Dunkley’s  Corner,  Ruardean  Woodside,  Plump  Hill,  Red¬ 
dings  Lane,  Quabbs  Lane  and  Etloe  Road  tips.  These  tips  were 
periodically  baited  and  treated  for  rats,  and  Bilson  and  Plump 
Hill  tips  were  also  treated  with  Gammexane  powder  and  liquid 
for  crickets.  Occasionally  a  few  of  these  tips  were  found  to  be  on 
fire,  but  they  were  only  small  fires  and  soon  burnt  themselves  out. 
Totting  and  picking  over  of  tips  is  a  common  practice  and  notice 
boards  have  been  erected  forbidding  this  practice. 

It  was  necessary  to  issue  circular  letters  to  householders  in  the 
neighbourhood  asking  them  to  refrain  from  indiscriminate  tip¬ 
ping  on  Crown  land. 

There  were  extended  collections  to  Nottwood  Hill,  Longhope, 
Sutton  Lodge,  Littledean  and  Baker’s  Piece  at  Ruardean  Wood- 
side. 

More  street  litter  bins  were  distributed  in  the  Drybrook  Parish. 
Bilson  refuse  tip  was  levelled  by  scraper  in  preparation  of  the  tip 
being  fenced  and  “Controlled  Tipping”  being  the  method  of  dis¬ 
posal  in  the  future. 


Water  Samples. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  from  the  Council’s  main 
supply.  In  all,  113  samples  were  taken  which  included  12  samples 
from  private  wells.  Unsatisfactory  reports  of  water  from  the 
mains  supply  always  proved  satisfactory  on  a  subsequent  sample 
being  taken.  All  but  two  private  well  water  samples  were  found 
to  be  contaminated  and  necessitated  advisory  visits  and  inspection 
in  construction  and  cleansing  of  the  wells.  The  reports  from  a 
deep  well  and  a  bore  hole  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production :  Hot  Mix  . .  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production:  Cold  Mix  . .  5 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  . .  57 

63 

This  is  an  increase  of  10  licences  issued  in  the  previous  year. 
72  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for  the  methylene  blue  test 
and  were  reported  on  as  follows : — 

Grade  I  II  III  IV 

49  20  3  — 

It  is  regretted  that  there  are  certain  premises  allowed  to  store 
and  sell  ice  cream  which  are  exempted  from  being  registered  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Fortunately,  there  are  not  many 
such  premises  in  this  District  and  in  each  instance,  advice  and 
assistance  have  readily  been  given  and  received. 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Number  of  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  817 

Number  of  treatments  . .  . .  . .  . .  246 

Number  of  block  control  treatments  . .  . .  7 

The  Rodent  Operator  in  this  District  is  part-time  and  shared 
with  Lydney  R.D.C.  Householders  are  still  given  free  treatment. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

28  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  their  statutory  tests  of  clean¬ 
liness  and  2  samples  for  biological  testing,  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Altogether,  125  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  milk  and 
dairies,  10  advisory  visits  in  connection  with  farm  drainage. 

Assistance  and  co-operation  with  the  Milk  Advisory  department 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Gloucester,  still 
continue  on  matters  pertaining  to  milk  production. 

There  were  22  retailers  of  milk  in  the  District  of  which  5  were 
registered  to  retail  T.T.  milk  and  5  Pasteurised  milk. 

Factories,  1937. 

29  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  mainly  for  the  purpose 
of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  under  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
The  Factories  (Cleanliness  of  walls  and  ceilings)  Order,  1938, 
and  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  under  Section  34  of  the 
Main  Act.  The  list  of  outworkers  employed  by  factories  required 
by  Section  110  included  70  persons. 


18 


Shop  Act,  1950. 

Since  October,  1952,  the  whole  Section  38  is  now  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  as  the  County  Council  have 
delegated  their  responsibility  of  lighting  and  washing  facilities 
and  other  amenities  required  to  this  district. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Only  one  licence  for  a  pet  shop  was  issued  during  the  year. 
This  shop  was  satisfactory  in  every  respect  as  required  by  the  Act. 


Housing. 

Only  in  one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  apply  to  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  to  obtain  a  Nuisance  Order  against  the 
owner  to  carry  out  repairs  to  his  cottage. 

One  licence  was  given  for  temporary  use  of  a  condemned  house 
for  human  habitation  under  Regulation  68A  of  the  Defence  (Gen¬ 
eral)  Regulations,  1939. 

Numerous  requests  by  applicants  for  Council  houses  to  inspect 
their  living  accommodation  were  made.  Each  applicant’s  request 
was  carefully  investigated,  noted  and  considered  as  and  when 
houses  were  allocated.  Then  quick  action  was  necessary  to  see 
that  these  vacated  houses  did  not  become  “stepping  stones”  to 
Council  houses. 

Representations  were  sometimes  made  under  Section  1 1  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  sometimes  extensive  repairs,  alterations 
or  minor  repairs  were  made  before  the  houses  were  re-let.  The 
M.O.H.  made  six  representations  for  D.O’s.  Only  in  four  houses 
were  requests  made  to  measurings  for  overcrowding.  Two  certifi¬ 
cates  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts, 
1920 — 23  were  issued. 

There  was  one  unsuccessful  appeal  at  the  County  Court  against 
a  Demolition  Order.  This  Demolition  was  later  carried  out  by 
the  Council  at  the  owner’s  expense. 

Public  Health. 

Continued  inspections  of  all  public  houses,  clubs  and  hotels 
were  made  during  the  year  which  showed  that  major  alterations, 
repairs  and  improvements  were  still  being  done. 

Four  licences  and  four  renewal  licences  were  issued  in  respect 
of  moveable  dwellings  used  for  human  habitation  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Five  dangerous  pit  shafts  and  three  quarries  were  dealt  with  as 
Public  Health  nuisances,  and  five  very  dangerous  buildings  were 
dealt  with  under  Section  58  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Numerous  complaints  about  the  keeping  of  animals  were  in¬ 
vestigated  and  dead  animals  killed  on  the  highway  were  removed 
and  disposed  of.  Several  complaints  about  streams  and  water¬ 
courses  were  dealt  with,  and  Moore’s  swabs  used  in  three  streams 
in  an  endeavour  to  isolate  any  organisms  of  enteric,  salmonella 
or  dysentry  groups. 

There  were  frequent  treatments  for  cockroaches,  silver  fish, 
crickets  and  ants  which  were  treated  with  Gammexane  powder  or 
spray;  and  two  premises  were  treated  for  bed  bugs.  Accumulated 
refuse  at  four  properties  where  there  was  a  weekly  collection  were 
satisfactorily  removed. 


Food. 

All  shops  selling  watercress  were  warned  about  buying  their 
supplies  from  doubtful  sources  of  springs  and  streams  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

Five  applications  for  catering  licences  were  made  to  the  Food 
Office  as  a  result  of  which,  their  premises  were  inspected  to  comply 
with  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Food 
Bye-laws. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  premises  where  food 
was  prepared,  stored  or  sold  including  school  and  factory  canteens. 

The  Clean  Food  films  were  shown  on  a  few  occasions  in  con¬ 
junction  with  lectures  to  the  W.Y.S.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
these  films  created  a  good  impression  and  served  a  very  useful 
service  in  the  Clean  Food  Campaign. 


Inspections  and  Visits. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  793 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  125 

In  connection  with  infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  130 

In  connection  with  water  supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  160 

In  connection  with  rodent  control  . .  . .  . .  16 

Advisory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  213 

Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  353 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Abatement  Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Milk  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  125 

Factories  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Shops  Act  . .  . .  , ,  . ,  . .  , ,  , .  61 
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Meat. 


Seven  renewal  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  issued  under 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  and  the  usual  fee  of  1/-  was 
charged  for  each  licence. 

The  regular  routine  inspections  for  Cysticertus  Bovis  was  still 
carried  out.  Of  the  1,487  carcases  inspected,  there  were  only  23 
cases  found — 18  in  the  head,  four  in  the  heart  and  one  in  the  skirt. 
In  these  cases,  all  the  offal  was  condemned,  but  the  carcases  were 
removed  to  cold  storage  and  later  used  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Some  550  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  meat  inspection  of  which  200  visits  were  in  the  evening. 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  casualty  animals 
inspected  mainly  due  to  suspected  swine  fever  in  the  district.  This 
entailed  a  much  more  detailed  inspection  of  all  pigs  killed. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1952. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1039 

448 

1420 

5571 

1166 

Number  Inspected 

1039 

448 

1420 

5571 

1166 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

2 

3 

1 

17 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  was  condemned 

481 

203 

3 

717 

83 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  other  than  T.B.  . . 

46.4 

45.9 

0.002 

13.17 

9.00 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  . . 

2 

6 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  was  condemned  . . 

52 

92 

1 

87 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  T.B. 

5.19 

21.8 

0.07 

— 

7.63 

Total  9,644 


Casualties : — 


Analysis 


Heifers 

3 

Others 

660 

Totals 

663 

Cow  Heifers 

3 

55 

83 

55 

86 

Steers 

— 

55 

364 

55 

364 

Bulls 

5 

55 

7 

55 

12 

Cows 

19 

55 

343 

55 

362 

Calves 

12 

55 

1408 

55 

1420 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

76 

55 

5495 

55 

5571 

Pigs 

617 

5 

549 

55 

1166 

Totals 

735 

55 

8909 

55 

9644 

This  shows  735  casualties  compared  with  271  for  the  previous  year  which 
is  an  increase  of  171.2%. 
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Meat  Condemned 


4  Carcases  of  Cattle  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..2314  lbs. 

9  Carcases  of  Cows  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4530  „ 

1  Carcase  of  Calf  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  142  „ 

22  Carcases  of  Sheep  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  906  „ 

24  Carcases  of  Pigs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2562  „ 

Beef  . 1751  „ 

Veal  .  .  88  „ 

Mutton  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  168  „ 

Pork  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  278  „ 

118  Bovine  Heads  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3621  „ 

150  Lungs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1446  „ 

503  Livers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6495  „ 

301  Part  Livers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2016  „ 

705  Sheep  Livers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1257*  „ 


Meat,  tins 
Carcase  Meat 
Sausage 
Sausage 
Fish  . . 

Fish  . . 

Milk  . . 

Fruit  . . 
Vegetables 
Preserves 
Salad  . . 

Baby  Food 

Bacon 

Cheese 


Other  Foods  Condemned 

.  76 

. 137*  lbs. 

10  tins 

.  58  lbs. 

14  lbs. 
6  tins 
43  tins 

. .  . .  . .  . .  147  tins 

208  tins 

2  tins 

.  1  jar 

3  tins 

. 62.1/8  lbs. 

. 11*  lbs. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area  =  25, 154  acres;  Population  =  17,890  (Register  General’s  Estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  5,487 

Rateable  value  =  £5 1,072;  Product  of  Id.  rate  =  £186. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1  1 

Totals 

i  i 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

138 

136 

274 

6 

4 

10 

144 

140 

284 

Still  Births 
Deaths  under 

9 

3 

12 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

12 

1  year 

Deaths  under 

5 

3 

8 

1 

— 

1 

6 

3 

9 

4  weeks 

5 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

7 

Birth  Rate  =  15.9  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  16.5. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths =284 — 220  =  64. 

Death  Rate  =  12.3  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  0.97  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.9. 


Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 

Estimated 

Parish  or  Ward  Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 
Houses  Huts 

Properties  connected 
to  mains  water  supply 
(i)  direct  (ii)  standpipe 

West  Dean  Parish : — 

Bream 

2,411 

732 

— 

486 

1 

Ellwood 

596 

140 

— 

73 

17 

Broadwell  . . 

1,661 

508 

— 

389 

— 

Berry  Hill  . . 

1,634 

405 

— 

290 

19 

Milkwall  . . 

664 

204 

— 

107 

— 

Pillowed 

1,242 

474 

— 

280 

6 

Parkend 

735 

193 

— 

187 

— 

Yorkley 

1,162 

386 

— 

293 

— 

Viney  Hill . 

442 

132 

— 

53 

11 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

10,547 

3,174 

— 

2,158 

54 

Coleford 

3,026 

964 

_ 

857 

13 

English  Bicknor  . . 

524 

156 

— 

106 

4 

Lydbrook  Ward  . . 

1,558 

472 

— 

313 

— 

Joys  Green  Ward  . . 

905 

312 

— 

251 

— 

Lydbrook  Parish  . . 

(2,463) 

(784) 

— 

(564) 

— 

Newland-Clearwell 

751 

220 

— 

122 

— 

Newland-Redbrook 

381 

127 

— 

97 

— 

Total  Newland  Parish 

(1,132) 

(347) 

— 

(219) 

— 

Staunton  . . 

198 

62 

— 

50 

— 

Total  West  Dean  Rural 
District 

17,890 

5,487 

— 

3,954 

71 

23 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

6 

2 

8 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

18 

13 

31 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

7 

14 

21 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

14 

8 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

24 

33 

57 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

12 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . . 

6 

— 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

3 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion . . 

— 

_ 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

9 

19 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes 

118 

102 

220 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 


1952 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysiplas 

Paratyphoid  B. 

Poliomyelitis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Male 

44 

3 

2 

12 

- 

1 

3 

_ 

Female 

36 

1 

5 

10 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Total 

80 

4 

7 

22 

1 

1 

5 

1 

.0+  .. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1+  .. 

12 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3+  •• 

17 

1 

1 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5  + 

42 

— 

1 

11 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Age  10+  . . 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Groups  15  + 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25+  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45+  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

65+  .. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

January 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

February 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

April 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

August 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

September  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

October 

— 

— 

4 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

November  . . 

10 

2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

22 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coleford 

19 

_ 

— — 

8 

____ 

1 

, 

1 

English  Bicknor 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lydbrook 

37 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clearwell 

2 

— 

— - 

4 

1 

- . 

- - 

_ 

Redbrook  . . 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Staunton 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Bream 

5 

4 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

Ellwood 

— 

— 

— — 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Broadwell  . . 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Berry  Hill  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Milkwall 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pillowell 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

...  ... 

_ - 

Parkend 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

Yorkley 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Viney  Hill  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
Water  Supply. 

The  principal  supply  continues  to  be  surface  springs  in  the 
woods  between  Redbrook  and  Staunton  collected  at  Redbrook 
Pumping  Station.  Little  water  is  yielded  by  the  Redbrook  bore¬ 
hole  and  this  is  used  as  a  store  for  the  water  from  the  springs. 
This  supply  is  becoming  more  precarious  as  industrial  and  domestic 
consumption  increases.  94  dwellings  were  connected  to  the  mains 
during  the  year. 

Housing. 

45  Council  and  eight  Private  enterprise  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year.  The  housing  position  remains  acute.  The  splen¬ 
did  new  housing  estates  have  so  far  failed  to  bring  the  end  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  poor  housing  conditions  within  sight.  There  are 
a  great  many  poor  properties  reaching  the  end  of  their  useful  lives. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Section  11. 

Two  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 

Sewering. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  connecting  properties  in 
the  Town  of  Coleford  to  the  new  sewerage  system.  It  was  decided 
to  progress  with  the  Berry  Hill  Scheme.  This  will  connect  with 
the  Coleford  Sewer.  The  sewering  of  many  other  parts  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  especially  Lydbrook  and  Bream,  is  badly  needed. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Report  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1952,  by  Mr.  H.  Parks, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor: — 

Sources  of  Supply. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  amounted  to  36.94  inches,  this  being 
slightly  greater  than  the  annual  average,  but  unfortunately  much 
of  this  rainfall  was  heavily  concentrated  and  there  were  frequent 
dry  spells  in  mid-summer  which  gave  rise  to  a  certain  amount  of 
shortage.  The  amount  of  water  pumped  through  the  Redbrook 
Station  through  the  year  was  approximately  125,000,000  gallons 
and  East  Dean  Water  Works  supplied  approximately  6,000,000 
gallons;  these  figures  amounting  to  the  average  total  consumption 
per  head  of  population  of  21  gallons  per  day. 

The  shortage  resulting  from  the  dry  spells  as  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  paragraph  caused  a  certain  amount  of  automatic  “ration- 
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ing”  of  water  in  the  high  parts  of  the  district  during  certain  times 
of  day  for  approximately  four  weeks  in  the  latter  part  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  early  part  of  October. 

At  the  Redbrook  Water  Works  Pumping  Station  new  switch 
gear  was  installed  and  thermostatically  controlled  electrical  heat¬ 
ing  arranged  in  the  building. 

It  had  been  hoped  during  the  course  of  the  year  to  bring  into 
use  the  new  source  of  supply  at  the  Lydbrook  Lime  Kiln  Pool 
Springs,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  contractual  difficulties  and 
delays,  this  was  not  accomplished,  although  considerable  progress 
towards  the  satisfactory  completion  was  achieved  during  the  year. 

Water  Distribution. 

The  existing  network  of  mains  was  properly  and  adequately 
maintained  throughout  the  year  and  in  an  appreciable  number 
of  cases  were,  in  fact,  extended. 

The  new  water  main  extension  work  was  primarily  in  connection 
with  housing  estate  development,  but  in  addition  to  this  the  exist¬ 
ing  main  was  also  extended  in  certain  localities  to  three  of  the 
Council’s  villages  to  service  existing  properties  which  were  without 
adequate  supply. 

Water  Examination. 

Samples  of  water  from  all  sources  of  supply  both  at  Redbrook 
and  the  proposed  Lydbrook  Lime  Pool  Springs  together  with 
samples  of  chlorinated  water  from  domestic  premises  throughout 
the  district  were  taken  each  month  and  sent  to  the  County  Health 
Laboratories  for  examination. 

All  water  supplied  to  the  consumer  is  sterilized  by  automatic 
chlorination  and  a  high  standard  of  purity  maintained  throughout. 

There  were  few  minor  cases  of  slight  contamination  in  the  un¬ 
treated  water,  these  mainly  following  the  dry  spells  mentioned 
earlier. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Ice  Cream. 

Number  on  register  as  1951  Report. 

Number  of  applications  refused — Nil. 

Samples  taken  during  the  year — 70. 

Details : — Grade  1  2  3  4 

30  25  12  3 

All  these  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Newport,  where  an  examination  was  carried  out  as  required  by 
the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regs.  1947.  The  samples  were 
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sent  in  an  insulated  box  with  dry  ice  by  train,  and  the  system  worked 
well.  Reports  were  received  within  two  days  and  this  enables  a 
check  to  be  made  of  the  batch  of  ice  cream  that  had  been  sampled. 

The  general  standard  as  shown  by  the  table  was  quite  good 
and  all  three  grade  four  samples  were  from  one  producer  from 
outside  the  area.  The  general  average  of  samples  from  local  pro¬ 
ducers  was  very  good  indeed. 

Water  Supply — Private  Supplies. 

Ill  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  supplies  in  the 
area  and  the  table  below  shows  the  details.  The  standard  taken 
for  the  summary  was  that  a  satisfactory  sample  was  one  which 
contained  no  faecal  bacillus  coli  and  fewer  than  10  non-faecal 
bacillus  coli.  All  other  reports  were  regarded  as  unsatisfactory. 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

22  84  106 

If  the  standard  had  been  complete  absence  of  bacillus  coli  then 
the  totals  would  have  been: — Satisfactory:  15;  Unsatisfactory:  91. 

This  shows  clearly  how  poor  are  the  underground  water  supplies 
in  the  area  and  considerable  publicity  was  given  to  the  need  for 
the  provision  of  the  main  supply  to  every  house  in  the  area.  The 
main  supply  is  available  to  most  dwellings  in  West  Dean. 

It  will  be  noted  that  38  samples  were  taken  from  the  Speech 
House  water  supply.  The  reason  for  this  was  that  the  supply  was 
contaminated  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view  and  also  showed 
peculiar  chemical  properties.  As  the  Speech  House  belongs  to  the 
Forestry  Commission,  the  attention  of  the  Government  Chemist 
was  drawn  to  the  condition  of  the  water  supply  and  six  chemical 
and  six  bacteriological  samples,  in  addition  to  the  38  mentioned 
above,  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Government  Chemist.  The 
report  of  this  is  awaited. 

Main  Supply. 

70  samples  of  the  source  of  the  main  supply  were  taken  as  shown 
below.  The  standard  for  this  table  was  the  same  as  that  used  for 
private  water  supplies  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  Council’s  source 
of  supply  is  considerably  better  than  the  average  raw  water  in  the 
area. 
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Main — Redbrook  Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Combined  Springs 

13 

2 

15 

Deep  Well 

4 

7 

11 

Roadside  Springs 

1 

5 

6 

Swanpool  Springs 

Water  as  pumped  prior  to 

21 

1 

22 

chlorination 

Lydbrook. 

— 

1 

1 

Limekiln  Pools  . . 

14 

1 

15 

53 

17 

70 

Main  Supply — Distribution. 

75  samples  were  taken  from  the  distribution  system  and  in 
every  case  the  supply  was  entirely  satisfactory  except  for  two  samples, 
one  each  from  Redbrook  and  Yorkley,  which  showed  the  presence 
of  one  non-faecal  bacillus  coli  in  100ml. 

Swimming  Pools. 

Four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  each  from  Cannop 
Pool  and  Staunton  Brickworks  Pond  which  are  used  as  bathing 
pools.  All  the  samples  were  unsatisfactory  and  were  seriously 
contaminated.  The  attention  of  the  public  was  drawn  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  water.  The  small  pool  at  the  Clearwell  Recreation 
Ground  continued  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained.  A  proper 
swimming  pool  is  badly  needed  in  the  Coleford  area. 

Section  259 — Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  various  streams  throughout  the  area  were  examined  from 
time  to  time  and  by  arrangement  with  the  P.H.  Lab.,  Newport, 
a  series  of  Moore’s  Swabs  were  used  to  detect  the  presence  of  disease 
organisms.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  used  and  the 
number  that  were  positive. 
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No.  No. 


Organisms 


Furnace  Level,  Cannop 

Lydbrook  Stream 

Cannop  Stream,  Nr.  Upper 


Area 


Used  Collected  Positive  Found 

2  2  Nil 

19  17  2  Para.  B. 


Road 


3 

3 


2  Nil. 

3  Nil. 

1  Nil. 

5  Nil. 

1  Nil. 

1  Nil. 


Whitecroft  Streams 
Redbrook  Stream 
Whitecliff  Stream 
Millend  Spring 
Parkend  Stream 
Coleford : 


5 


(Carters  S.D.W.) 
(Newland  S.D.W.) 
(Broadwell  S.D.W.) 


2 

3 


1  Nil. 

3  3  Para.  B. 

1  Nil. 


41 


37 


5 


To  deal  with  the  Moore’s  swabs  placed  and  the  reasons  therefore : — 

1  Furnace  Level — Cannop:  The  presence  of  sewage  organisms 
in  this  stream  was  suspected  and  parachutes  were  placed  as  a  check 
In  addition,  two  samples  of  watercress  were  taken  and  these  proved 
negative. 

2  Lydbrook  Stream:  This  Stream  flows  through  the  village  of 
Lydbrook  and,  as  previously  reported,  it  is  grossly  polluted  for 
its  entire  length.  Para.  B.  organisms  were  found  in  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  stream  and  constant  check  of  the  stream  was  carried 
out  to  try  to  ascertain  approximately  the  point  of  contamination. 
After  the  first  testing  no  further  contamination  by  organisms  of 
paratyphoid  was  found  although  the  stream  is  at  all  times  grossly 
polluted.  This  water  course  was  a  paricularly  serious  problem 
as  it  flows  quite  close  to  the  Council’s  new  Limekiln  Pool  Springs 
water  supply  which  are  being  pumped  for  public  consumption. 

3  Streams  at  Cannop,  Whitecroft,  Redbrook,  Whitecliff  and 
Parkend  were  tested  as  a  routine  as  they  were  known  to  be  grossly 
polluted. 

4  The  spring  at  Millend  was  tested  as  it  was  found  to  be  the 
source  of  a  case  of  Para.  B.  and  was  known  to  be  contaminated 
by  an  overflow  of  sewerage  from  a  blocked  sewer. 

5  The  inlet  and  outlet  of  the  S.D.  Works  were  tested  arising 
from  the  same  case  of  Para.  B.  as  referred  to  above,  and  it  will  be 
noted  that  Para  B.  organisms  present  at  the  inlet  of  the  Works 
and  also  in  the  effluent  from  the  Works  in  the  stream. 

6  The  tests  at  the  S.D.  Works  for  Messrs.  H.  W.  Carter  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  Broadwell  S.D,  Works  were  routine  tests. 
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Newland  Camp. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  eight  families  continued  to  live  in  the  above 
Camp.  Two  families  were  in  reasonably  satisfactory  dwellings, 
but  the  other  six  lived  in  sub-standard  converted  Langham  Huts. 
These  huts  were  rapidly  becoming  beyond  repair. 

Coleford  Sewer. 

During  the  year  considerable  further  progress  was  again  made 
in  connections  to  the  sewer  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  a  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  properties  which  could  be  connected  to  the  sewer 
were  connected.  The  area  covered  by  the  sewerage  scheme  was 
the  Town  of  Coleford  and  part  of  the  adjoining  areas  of  Coalway 
and  Whitecliff.  The  Contractors  ceased  work  on  the  main  scheme 
in  August,  1952,  and  the  connections  made  during  the  year  were 
almost  entirely  made  by  arrangements  with  the  Council’s  Public 
Health  Department.  Two  major  schemes  were  designed,  one  to 
serve  10  properties  at  Bakers  Hill  and  the  other  to  serve  eight 
properties  at  Coalway. 

The  schemes  were  designed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  super¬ 
vised  the  work  which  was  carried  out  by  a  local  firm  of  contractors. 

In  addition  the  Council  decided  to  pay  the  cost  of  connection 
from  the  curtilage  of  the  property  to  the  sewer  and  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  this  facility.  The  Council  decided  that  the  work  should 
be  done  by  co-operation  only  at  first,  but  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  agreed  to  a  Statutory  Notice  requiring  the  provision  of  drainage 
to  a  property  in  the  middle  of  the  town. 

The  condition  of  the  stream  which  flows  through  Whitecliff 
was  considerably  improved  but  it  still  contained  certain  amount 
of  sewerage  and  received  the  whole  of  the  trade  waste  from  a  large 
factory  after  very  minor  treatment.  This  trade  waste  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  up  to  80,000  gallons  per  day  during  the  summer 
months. 

Some  of  the  properties  in  Coleford  by  reason  of  their  present 
drainage  systems  and  their  proximity  to  the  stream  could  not  be 
connected  to  the  proper  sewer  and  these  the  Council  agreed  to 
leave  until  a  later  date. 

H.  W.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Fruit  Juice  Factory, 

High  Nash,  Coleford. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Council’s  Con.  Engineers,  Dr. 
S.  H.  Jenkins,  of  the  Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Board, 
was  appointed  Consulting  Chemist,  and  on  his  instruction  817 
samples  were  taken  at  quarter  hour  intervals  on  14  different  occasions 
during  1952.  The  samples  were  mixed  and  sent  to  Birmingham 
for  his  examination  and  were  accompanied  by  a  chart  showing 
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the  average  flow  in  gallons  per  hour  for  the  whole  day,  the  average 
temperature  per  hour  of  the  liquid,  and  the  smell  and  appearance 
each  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  Council  awaits  a  report  from  the 
Consulting  Chemist  and  the  Con.  Engineers  on  the  disposal  of 
this  trade  effluent.  A  sample  taken  in  July,  1952,  and  sent  to  Bristol 
University  was  reported  on  as  follows: — 

Parts  per  million 


Suspended  Solids  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  78 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  4  hrs.  27oC.  46.9 

Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  . .  . .  . .  248 

Nitrite  (N)  .  Nil 

1  i  a  ..  •  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 . 8 


In  its  present  state  the  effluent  is  an  exceedingly  potent  one, 
and  it  would  be  most  inadvisable  for  sewage  works  to  accept 
it  in  the  quantities  stated  without  some  preliminary  oxidative 
treatment  to  reduce  the  B.O.D.  to  a  reasonable  figure. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  summer  the  flow  of  the  stream  through 
Whitecliff  considerably  reduced,  and  it  became  necessary  to  require 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  improve  their  standard  of 
land  treatment  below  the  settling  tank  near  their  factory.  A  brick 
channel  with  small  outlet  pipes  was  constructed  and  approximately 
half  an  acre  of  land  was  used  for  aeration  and  land  treatment. 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  further  septic  tanks  were  built  throughout  the 
area  and  most  of  these  and  the  existing  ones  caused  little  nuisance. 
The  attention  of  the  Council  was  again  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
increasing  number  of  septic  tanks  was  directly  related  to  the  poor 
samples  from  private  wells  and  that  the  need  for  proper  sewerage 
in  Bream,  Broadwell  and  Lydbrook  was  becoming  more  urgent. 

Refuse  Collection  as  for  1951. 

During  the  year  the  Council  bought  a  new  rear  loading  Karrier 
lorry. 

Milk. 

Number  on  register  as  1951. 

Milk  samples — 40  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retail  dis¬ 
tributors  during  the  year  and  56  tests  were  carried  out  on  the 
samples.  The  reports  are  as  follows: — 

Bact.  Satisfactory  35  Biological  test  for  presence  of 

T.B.  organisms  13  negative 

Very  Good  1  Presence  of  para  B.  organisms  3  negative 

Unsatisfactory  4 

40  16 
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The  attention  of  all  dairymen  was  drawn  to  the  condition  of 
the  vehicles  used  on  milk  distribution  and  the  need  for  the  name 
and  address  of  the  milk  distributors  to  be  marked  on  the  side  of 
the  vehicles.  A  resume  of  the  Milk  Regulations,  1949,  was  sent 
to  every  dairyman  asking  him  to  bring  his  vehicle  and  his  methods 
of  distribution  up  to  the  standard  required. 

Factories  Act. 

The  75  factories,  entirely  power  factories,  were  the  subject  of 
two  complaints  from  the  Factory  Inspector.  One  was  in  respect 
of  the  provision  of  a  bucket  closet  at  a  garage  and  the  other  was 
in  respect  of  a  ventilated  lobby  to  an  existing  sanitary  block.  The 
work  was  in  hand  on  both  matters  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Outworkers  Register  included  174  persons  mainly  engaged 
in  carding  pins. 

The  17  bakehouses  were  regularly  inspected  and  kept  in  good 
condition. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  101. 

No  smoke  nuisance  arose  during  the  year  although  the  attention 
ot  two  factory  owners  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  care  in  the  stok¬ 
ing  of  boilers  to  prevent  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 

Requisitioned  Houses. 

15  requisitioned  houses  continued  under  the  Council’s  control 
for  a  further  year.  Repairs  as  required  were  carried  out.  The 
Council  agreed  to  release  seven  houses  during  the  year. 

Condemned  Houses  Let  on  Licence. 

The  Council  renewed  the  licences  for  12  houses,  11  of  which 
were  condemned  prior  to  the  war.  The  decision  not  to  relet  any 
that  became  vacant  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  three  properties. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Again  only  a  small  amount  of  food  was  condemned — mainly 
tinned  food.  Some  meat  was  condemned,  almost  entirely  as  a 
result  of  bone  taint. 

Schools. 

The  18  Schools  were  visited  from  time  to  time  during  the  year 
and  with  the  exception  of  English  Bicknor  School,  no  public  health 
nuisance  arose. 

Licensed  Houses  and  Clubs. 

Further  major  work  was  carried  out  ot  three  Public  Houses  and 
work  in  respect  of  four  premises  was  under  consideration  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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Housing  Act,  1949. 

During  the  year  one  property  was  the  subject  of  an  Improve¬ 
ment  Grant.  Several  other  owners  of  property  applied  but  only 
one  was  finally  approved. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Record  of  Inspections : — 

Number  of  Inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  770 

Number  of  Premises  treated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  187 

Number  of  Premises  treated  for  rats  . .  . .  . .  146 

Number  of  Premises  treated  for  mice  . .  . .  . .  41 

Number  of  infestations  notified  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Number  of  infestations  discovered  . .  . .  . .  . .  104 

Number  of  premises  inspected  and  not  requiring  action  . .  583 


Total  number  of  visits  made  in  year  ..  ..  ..  1,518 


The  methods  used  were  those  officially  approved  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  consisted  mainly  of  the  use 
of  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenious  Oxide  and  Warfarin  together  with 
a  variety  of  bait  bases.  Warfarin  was  found  to  be  very  successful 
and  was  more  used  than  the  other  poisons,  particularly  in  food 
premises. 

The  Council  continued  to  charge  for  the  work  wherever  it  was 
carried  out  and  the  vast  majority  of  the  accounts  were  paid  with 
little  difficulty  in  collection. 

The  quarterly  inspection  of  farms  was  carried  out  thoroughly 
and  details  were  sent  to  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 
following  each  inspection. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Abatement  Notices. 

During  the  year  nine  Abatement  Notices  were  served,  three 
under  Section  92  (a)  and  one  under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health 
Act.  By  the  end  of  the  year  five  of  them  had  been  complied  with. 

The  Council  authorised  proceedings  to  be  taken  in  two  cases — 
one  in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  a  shed  for  human  habitation 
and  the  other  in  respect  of  a  defective  roof  of  a  dwelling  house. 
In  both  cases  the  Council  was  successful  in  obtaining  an  Order 
for  28  days  for  (a)  the  premises  to  be  vacated  and  not  again  used 
for  human  habitation  and  (b)  the  roof  to  be  repaired. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Area =25,544  acres. 

Population  =  1 1,820 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  3,158. 

Rateable  value  =  £49, 184.  Product  of  Id.  rate  =  £189  6s.  3d. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitin 

late 

1 

legitimate 

! 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

91 

67 

158 

3 

5 

8 

94 

72 

166 

Still  Births 
Deaths  under 

3 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

1  year 

Deaths  under 

4 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 

4  weeks 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Birth  Rate  =  14.0  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.15  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  15.6. 
Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =  166 — 121  =45. 

Death  Rate  =  10.2  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.01  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.3. 


Causes  of  Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

7 

10 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  . . 

7 

11 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

4 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

12 

17 

29 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenial  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

4 

11 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 

63 

58 

121 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease 


1952 

Measles 

Dysentry 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet 

Fever 

; 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Male 

51 

6 

- 

- 

3 

_ _ 

1 

Female 

44 

— 

6 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Total 

95 

6 

6 

2 

5 

1 

1 

0+  .. 

3 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

■ _ 

1 

1+  .. 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3+  .. 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  + 

51 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Age  10+  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Groups  15+  .. 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

25+  .. 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45+  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

— - 

— 

65+  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

January 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

February 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

April 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

June  . . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

July  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

August 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

September  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

October 

44 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

November  . . 

18 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

December  . . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lydney 

77 

_ 

4 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

Tidenham  . . 

10 

6 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

St.  Briavels  . . 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

— 

1 

Aylburton  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Woolaston  . . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

Alvington  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish  or  Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 
Houses  Huts 

Properties  connected 
to  mains  water  supply 
(i)  direct  (ii)  standpipe 

Lydney 

4,881 

1,379 

— 

1,295 

— 

Tidenham  . . 

2,557 

713 

— 

561 

— 

St.  Briavels 

1,084 

354 

— 

8 

— 

Aylburton  . . 

737 

227 

— 

149 

— 

Woolaston 

828 

239 

— 

114 

26 

Hewelsfield 

451 

135 

— 

34 

4 

Alvington  . . 

397 

111 

— 

78 

11 

Total  R.D. 

. .  10,935* 

3,158 

— 

2,239 

41 

♦This  is  885  below  the  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  11,820  to  allow  for 
the  apprentices  and  personnel  of  Beachley  Army  Apprentices’  Camp. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
Water  Supply. 

The  Lydney  water  supply  is  from  the  Ferneyley  Springs  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  Tufts  Level  supply.  Ferneyley  is  an  excellent  water 
from  Old  Red  Sandstone,  but  because  of  the  smallness  of  the  storage 
reservoir  at  Heaven’s  Gate  it  is  not  possible  to  use  even  50  %  of  it. 
Because  of  this  the  Tufts  Level  had  to  be  used.  This  is  water  from 
an  old  mine  and  is  hard  and  impure  and,  because  of  falls  in  the 
roof,  is  not  reliable.  After  chlorination  this  gravitates  into  the 
mains.  The  comprehensive  scheme  which  the  Council’s  Con¬ 
sulting  Engineers  have  prepared  includes  the  building  of  a  large 
reservoir  at  Chapel  Hill,  Aylburton,  and  this  will  enable  full  use 
to  be  made  of  the  Ferneyley  supply  which  would  be  augmented, 
when  necessary,  by  water  from  the  new  boreholes  in  the  Aylesmore 
Valley.  Tufts  Water  could  then  be  used  for  industrial  purposes 
only.  Six  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains,  three  from  the  part 
supplied  by  Ferneyley  supply  which  were  satisfactory  and  three 
from  the  part  supplied  by  Tufts  Level  which  showed  slight  con¬ 
tamination  (even  after  chlorination).  A  sample  was  taken  from 
the  raw  waters  of  each  of  these  supplies  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  analysis.  The  Ferneyley  water  was  pure,  but  the  Tufts 
showed  considerable  pollution. 

Alvington  Village  is  supplied  from  the  Lydney  mains. 

Aylburton  has  a  village  supply  which  consists  of  a  spring  which 
runs  into  a  small  reservoir  and  then  gravitates  to  90  dwellings. 
Two  samples  taken  showed  only  about  eight  non-faecal  coliform 
bacilli  per  lOOmls.,  which  is  satisfactory  for  a  supply  of  this  type. 
59  properties  are  supplied  by  the  Lydney  mains.  Others  get  water 
from  Holly  Well. 

Woolaston:  The  most  compact  part  of  the  parish  is  dependent 
upon  a  small  piped  spring  supply.  Of  the  three  samples  taken 
two  showed  considerable  contamination.  Nothing  can  be  done 
to  improve  this  supply  and  the  village  should  be  connected  to  the 
mains  as  soon  as  possible.  The  rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent 
upon  wells  and  one  of  these  (Parkhill)  has  repeatedly  shown  gross 
contamination. 

St.  Briavels  and  Hewelsfield  await  the  High  Level  Scheme  which 
involves  the  building  of  a  reservoir  at  Hart  Hill  and  pumping  from 
the  new  bore  holes  into  it  and  the  laying  of  a  set  of  mains. 

The  small  village  supply  at  St.  Briavels  was  improved  by  the 
building  of  a  larger  reservoir  so  that  new  Council  Houses  could 
be  built  there. 

Most  of  the  people  living  at  the  Lower  Meend,  St.  Briavels, 
depend  upon  a  stream  for  their  water.  A  sample  of  this  showed 
it  to  be  grossly  contaminated.  The  drainage  of  a  number  of  houses 
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finds  its  way  into  this  stream.  Here  are  the  conditions  where  an 
outbreak  of  an  enteric  infection  might  arise  at  any  time.  Users 
were  advised  to  boil  water  from  this  source. 

The  Fence,  St.  Briavels,  is  dependent  upon  a  standpipe  on  a 
private  supply.  A  sample  showed  this  to  be  an  excellent  supply. 

The  small  Brockweir  piped  scheme  worked  satisfactorily  and  a 
sample  showed  only  slight  contamination, 

Merrick’s  Brook,  Hewelsfield,  is  used  to  supply  six  Council 
Houses,  the  Brockweir  School  and  a  few  other  properties.  This 
is  an  open  brook  and  samples  repeatedly  showed  gross  contamina¬ 
tion.  Users  were  recommended  to  boil  the  water. 

Other  parts  of  these  two  parishes  are  supplied  by  wells,  there 
being  22  public  wells  at  St.  Briavels  and  seven  at  Hewelsfield. 
Of  five  samples  taken  from  St.  Briavels  wells  one  (Bearse)  showed 
heavy  contamination,  three  slight  contamination  and  one  (Timothy 
Hunt’s)  no  contamination. 

Tidenham  is  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water  Company  which 
is  uniformly  pure.  The  higher  and  outlying  parts  are  not  supplied. 

Sewering. 

Lydney  alone  of  the  parishes  is  properly  sewered,  discharge  is 
direct  into  the  Severn  without  treatment.  Aylburton  badly  needs 
to  be  sewered,  considerable  nuisance  existed  from  untreated  drain¬ 
age  and  this  was  emphasised.  The  only  solution  is  a  sewerage  scheme. 

Alvington  and  St.  Briavels  village  badly  need  sewering. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  all  the  parishes  has  been  prepared. 

Moore’s  Swabs  were  placed  in  the  following: — 

(i)  Lydney  sewer — S.  paratyphi  B  isolated. 

(ii)  Stockwell  Stream,  Aylburton — S.  dublin  isolated  and  in¬ 
vestigation  carried  out. 

(iii)  Merrick’s  Brook,  Hewelsfield — no  pathogens  found. 

(iv)  Stream  at  Lower  Meend,  St.  Briavels — no  pathogens  found. 

Housing. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  recent  years  in  the 
building  of  new  houses  but  bad  cases  remain  in  all  parishes.  59 
new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  making  393  altogether 
since  the  end  of  the  war.  Of  these  59,  12  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  and  47  by  the  Council. 

Swimming  Pools. 

A  sample  was  taken  from  each  of  the  two  swimming  pools  in 
the  District,  i.e.  the  Bathurst  Pool  and  the  Beachley  Pool  and 
each  of  these  showed  slight  contamination  only. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Mr.  H.  Spratt  reports  as  follows: — 

Lydney  Main  Supply. 

The  water  for  this  supply  is  derived  from  the  two  sources,  Ferney- 
ley  Springs  and  Tufts  Level.  The  latter  is  a  gravity  supply  but  the 
former  is  pumped  to  the  Reservoir  at  the  top  of  Aylburton  Com¬ 
mon. 


The  estimated  consumption  is  as  follows : — 
Yield  of  Ferneyley  Springs  during  the  year  . . 
Amount  utilised 

Amount  allowed  to  run  to  waste 
Water  used  from  Tufts  Level 


134,360,000 

62,646,000 

71,714,000 

25,000,000 


Tufts  Level  again  provided  part  of  the  supply  to  the  Town,  but 
trouble  was  experienced  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  but  the  roof  was 
satisfactorily  shored  up  and  the  water  then  piped  out  to  the  mouth. 

Both  supplies  are  chlorinated,  samples  were  taken  and  reported 
upon  as  satisfactory. 

A  small  private  supply  provides  water  to  the  majority  of  the 
houses  in  Aylburton  Village,  and  the  remainder  including  the 
Council  Houses  and  Lower  Common  receive  a  supply  from  the 
Ferneyley  Springs. 

Netherend  and  Woolaston  is  supplied  from  springs  at  Wool- 
aston  Common,  but  this  supply  is  inadequate  during  dry  periods. 
The  laying  of  the  mains  from  Alvington  to  link  Woolaston  has 
been  delayed  on  account  of  major  road  improvement  works. 
Alvington  is  supplied  from  Ferneyley  Springs. 

Tidenham  and  Beachley  are  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water 
Company  and  the  Council  Houses  at  Stroat  and  Hewelsfield  have 
small  piped  supplies.  St.  Briavels  village  has  a  small  piped  supply, 
in  some  cases  inside  the  houses  and  others  to  standpipes.  Work 
was  carried  out  at  this  well  during  the  year  and  a  reservoir  was 
constructed,  it  can  be  said  that  this  work  is  satisfactory  and  has 
resulted  in  a  more  equitable  supply  to  all  persons.  Also  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  supply  has  enabled  the  Council  to  receive  a  further 
allocation  of  houses.  In  spite  of  the  improvement  the  supply  can 
only  be  classed  as  a  temporary  expedient  until  the  major  scheme 
is  installed.  Brockweir  supply  was  completed  and  has  proved  a 
great  boom  to  the  inhabitants,  who,  before  this  scheme  was  in¬ 
stalled,  had  to  carry  water  over  long  distances.  The  remainder 
of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells,  springs,  and  in  a  few  cases  rain 
water  storage  tanks.  Small  extensions  to  the  existing  mains,  to¬ 
gether  with  those  required  on  Housing  Sites  out  during  the  year. 
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The  main  from  the  new  bore  hole  at  Rodmore  was  completed, 
but  is  not  yet  in  operation  because  the  pumps  and  electricity  supply 
are  not  yet  finished.  The  second  bore  hole  has  been  sunk  and  the 
result  of  the  pumping  test  has  given  a  similar  yield  to  the  first. 
These  two  bore  holes  and  Ferneyley  Springs  should  provide  suf¬ 
ficient  water  for  the  major  scheme.  The  Consultant  Engineers 
completed  their  survey  for  the  comprehensive  scheme,  which 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
An  investigation  by  the  Ministry’s  Inspector  on  this  scheme  was 
held  in  the  fall  of  the  year  and  that  for  the  High  Level  of  St.  Briavels 
and  Hewelsfield,  but  the  result  of  the  investigation  was  not  to 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  proposed  Allastone  Mesne  Booster 
Pumping  Station,  but  the  lowest  tender  was  too  high  to  be  accepted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  and  the  scheme 
was  sent  back  for  further  efforts  to  be  made  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
the  scheme. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr,  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing. 

Improvements  to  27  houses  were  carried  out,  nine  by  owner 
occupiers. 

In  addition  minor  defects  were  remedied  at  18  houses  following 
informal  action. 

Until  there  is  an  increased  labour  force  in  the  district  the  repair 
of  unfit  houses  will  remain  a  serious  problem. 

In  a  few  cases  during  the  year,  persons  having  control  of  houses 
could  not  in  a  specified  time  execute  the  work  as  detailed  in  the 
notice  served  upon  them,  owing  to  the  fact  that  contractors  were 
employed  on  other  work. 

Pen-Mtoel  Row,  Tidenham-Clearance  Order,  1937. 

The  demolition  of  the  remaining  houses  which  were  in  a  dangerous 
condition  was  carried  out,  and  the  end  wall  of  No.  22,  Pen  Moel 
Row,  was  repaired  and  rendered  to  the  owner’s  satisfaction. 

Few  of  the  overcrowded  cases  investigated  were  relieved. 
Licences  to  occupy  six  condemned  properties  were  again  issued 
for  six-monthly  periods. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Secs.  268 — 69) 

Licences  granted  during  the  Year. 

(a)  To  use  Land  as  sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings  . .  0 

(b)  To  Erect  or  Station  and  Use  a  Moveable  Dwelling  4 

(c)  Renewal  of  licences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 
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Water  Supply 

Fifty-eight  Water  Samples  taken  from  various  sources  were 
submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County 
Hall,  Newport,  Mon. 

Two  water  samples  taken  from  the  Ferneyley  and  Tufts  Level 
water  supply  (before  chlorination)  were  submitted  to  Rowland 
H.  Ellis,  Esq.,  Analyst,  Gloucester,  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
examination. 

The  reports  show  that  the  sample  taken  from  the  supply  at 
Ferneyley  was  satisfactory,  but  the  Tufts  Level  water  supply  is 
unsatisfactory  for  a  public  supply  without  chlorination. 

Public  Wells. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  seven  public  wells  in  the 
parishes  of  St.  Briavels  and  Hewelsfield. 

Disinfection 

Number  of  premises  disinfected: — Tuberculosis  . .  . .  8 

Other  diseases  . .  . .  23 

Verminous  . .  . .  9 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Dairies  not  at  farm  . .  2  Distributors  . .  . .  16 

Forty  milk  samples  were  taken  from  retail  suppliers  of  milk  in 
course  of  delivery. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


Laboratory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Gloucester 

3 

2 

5 

Newport 

9 

1 

10 

The  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tion)  (Raw  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

Gloucester 

12 

3 

15 

14 

2 

16 

Newport 

7 

2 

9 

The  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tion)  (Pasteurised  and  Ster¬ 
ilized  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949.  (School  Milk.) 

21 

4 

25 

Gloucester 

6 

0 

6 

Newport 

2 

0 

2 

8  0  8 

Reports  on  19  samples  of  milk  for  Biological  examination  were 
negative: —  Tuberculosis  ..  14  Brucella  Abortus  ..  5 
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Moore’s  Swabs 

14  Moore’s  Swabs  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory,  Newport,  Mon.,  for  examination.  Reports  on  these  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

Number  on  the  Register: — Retailer  Producer — Pre-packed  . .  22 

Retailer  Producer — Cold-mix  . .  2 
Retailer  Producer — Hot-mix  . .  0 

18  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  and 
were  reported  on  as  follows: — 

Grade  . I  II  III  IV  Total 

9  9  0  0  18 


MEAT  REGULATIONS 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  for  Year  1952. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

92 

38 

8 

4622 

215 

Number  Inspected 
(Total:  4975) 

92 

38 

8 

4622 

215 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcase  of  which  some 

0 

2 

2 

9 

12 

part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

40 

16 

1 

837 

130 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . . 

43.4% 

47.3  % 

37.5% 

18.3% 

66.04% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

2 

4 

0 

0 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . . 

2.17% 

13.15% 

0 

0 

3.7% 
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The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  was : — 


Cattle 


3  Cow  Carcases  . . 

1652  lbs. 

2  Hindquarters  of  Beef  . . 

253  lbs. 

14  Bovine  Heads  . . 

484  lbs. 

40  Livers 

544  lbs. 

14  Lungs 

142  lbs. 

Beef  offal 

276  lbs. 

Total  3351  lbs. 

Sheep  and  Lambs: — 

9  Sheep  Carcases 

491  lbs. 

72  Heads  and  Plucks 

404  lbs. 

752  Livers 

1270  lbs. 

Parts  of  5  Carcases 

52  lbs. 

Mutton  . . 

139  lbs. 

Total  2356  lbs. 

Pigs: — 

14  Carcases 

1611  lbs. 

120  Plucks 

599  lbs. 

4  Heads 

41  lbs. 

4  Livers  . . 

10  lbs. 

Pork  (parts  of  carcases) 

202  lbs. 

Total  2463  lbs. 

Calves : — 

2  Carcases  . . 

Ill  lbs. 

2  Plucks . 

24  lbs. 

1  Head 

5  lbs. 

Total  140  lbs. 

Imported  Beef  . . 

90  lbs. 

Total  amount  condemned 

8400  lbs. 

Other  Foods  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  : — 

Various  foodstuffs,  358  tins,  Fruit  Pies,  50  dozen,  Grade  1  Eggs,  2  dozen, 
Cornflakes,  13  packets,  Swiss  Cheese  (6  oz.  boxes),  70  dozen,  Imported 

(Boneless  &  Shoulder  Hams)  Average  weight, 

131bs.  4ozs.,  10  tins. 

44 


LYDNEY  SHIPPING 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  During  the  Year  1952. 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

No.  of  Vessels 
on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

Total 

Inspected 

by 

San. Insp. 

COASTWISE 

Steamers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*Motors 

548 

33893 

0 

0 

21 

Sailing 

184 

13554 

0 

0 

9 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

732 

47447 

0 

0 

30 

No  Foreign  Shipping  entered  the  port  during  the  year, 
includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


GENERAL 

Complaints  Received: — 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

(a)  Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

(b)  Swine  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  70 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Statutory  notices  served  . .  ....  . .  . .  . .  2 

Nuisances  unabated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1952 


Type  of  Property 

Local  Authority 

Dwelling  Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other  including 

Business  and 

Industrial 

Total 

1 

I  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District  . . 

7 

3097 

174 

356 

3634 

II  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  as  a  result  of  (a) 
notification  or  (b)  other¬ 
wise 

(a)  7 

(b)  7 

15 

514 

51 

45 

22 

617 

III  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats  . . 

(Major) 

1 

(Minor) 

3 

70 

5 

9 

1 

87 

IV  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 

— r 

9 

, 

8 

17 

V  Number  of  properties 
(under  III  and  IV)  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity 

4 

79 

17 

100 

VI  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 : — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works  . . 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

VII  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action  was 
taken  by  Local  Author¬ 
ity  following  issue  of  not¬ 
ice  under  Section  4 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

VIII  Number  of  (Block)  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out 

(9) 

Note: — The  above  report  is  for  six -months’  work  carried  out  by  the  Pests 
Officer  who  is  employed  jointly  by  the  Lydney  and  East  Dean  Rural 
District  Councils. 
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Petroleum  Acts. 

47  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  storage  of  Petroleum 
Spirit. 

At  my  request  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  from  Service  Head¬ 
quarters,  Cheltenham,  visited  the  Lydney  District  on  the  18th 
February,  1952,  when  several  Filling  Stations  were  visited. 

So  far  as  could  be  ascertained  the  storage  generally  appeared  to 
be  satisfactory  in  relation  to  the  terms  and  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Council  on  granting  of  the  necessary  Licence  under  the  above 
Acts. 


Number  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following: — 

Premises  or  Occupations  subject  to  Statutory  Control 


Under  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

(a)  Butchers’  Shops  . . 

(b)  Grocers’  Shops  . . 

(c)  Other  Trades 

(d)  Catering  Establishments 


Inspections 

72 

. .  162 
57 
81 


372 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Inspected 

Total 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Slaughterhouse 

10 

1 

243 

Dairies 

2 

2 

31 

Bakehouses  . . 

11 

8 

29 

Factories 

30 

30 

63 

Workshops  . . 

24 

24 

51 

Factories  Act,  1937 — 48 

During  the  Year: —  Added  Deleted  Change 

Factories  . .  1  2  1 

Workshops  . .  0  0  0 

Outworkers: — 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Harbour  Road, 
Lydney,  Glos.  (23) 

Four  Certificates  as  to  the  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire, 
Sections  34 — 37  were  issued  to  Factories. 
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